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Course Content information 
• Exam board – AQA 
• Specification code- 8202

•10 hour practical exam – 40% of GCSE grade.
•Coursework portfolio – 60% of GCSE grade.

GCSE Fine Art



What to expect on this course?
GCSE Fine Art

Students have 2 taught lessons per week and are expected to complete regular 
homework to enable them to meet the course requirements and deadlines set for 
both coursework and exam.

Staff are available lunchtimes and afterschool to offer support with work and 
enable students to access materials and equipment.

There is an essential requirement of this course for students to complete written 
work in the form of annotation and analysing their own work and the work of 
others. 



What to expect on this course?
GCSE Fine Art

Students are given the opportunity to work in a range of media including; drawing, 
painting, sculpture, printmaking and mixed media.
There are two assessed components to the course:
1. A PORTFOLIO (coursework) which shows explicit coverage of the four assessment 

objectives. It must include a sustained project evidencing the journey from initial 
engagement to the realisation of intentions and a selection  of further work 
undertaken during the student’s course of study. (60%)

2.    An EXTERNALLY SET ASSIGNMENT (10 hour exam) Students respond to their chosen 
starting point from an externally set assignment paper relating to their subject title, 
evidencing coverage of all four assessment objectives. (40%)



What to expect on this course?
GCSE Fine Art

If you decide to choose art as one of your GCSE 
subjects, the following slides show you examples of 
the types of work you will be expected to produce 

both in lessons and at home.



What to expect on this course?
GCSE Fine Art

Assessment objective 1.
Artist research is a key skill in GCSE 
ART.
The way you organise and present your 
work and articulate your own opinions 
can help you develop ideas and learn 
new techniques.



What to expect on this course?GCSE Fine Art

Assessment objective 
2.
This involves being able 
to experiment with 
different art materials 
and techniques and 
developing your own 
ideas. These can be in 
2 or 3D. You can also 
use ICT to help develop 
ideas.



What to expect on this course?GCSE Fine Art

Assessment objective 3
This involves producing DETAILED, ACCURATE observational studies in a range of media of relevant images. These relate to 

an area of personal interest within the theme.
The studies are often annotated with information about the subject and also your personal response to the how the piece 
looks and the process(es) you used.



What to expect on this course?GCSE Fine Art

Assessment objective 4: 
This involves presenting a personal and 
meaningful response or final piece that 
realises your intentions and 
demonstrates understanding of visual 
language. Again this could be a 
painting/mixed media or 3D piece. It 
could be very large or a series of 
smaller pieces.



Possible Careers links 
Where can studying Art or Design take you? What kinds 
of careers exist for those who study creative subjects at 
high school? While you might have heard that becoming 
an architect, fine artist, sculptor or gallery assistant is an 
option for those who study Art or Design, there are many 
other careers available for those who are able to envision, 
design and create beautiful things. This article highlights a 
selection of these – including digital and graphic design 
jobs – and illustrates the range of exciting art-related 
careers that are possible. There are over 150 just included 
here:
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/art-careers-
list



Further information 
• For details of where students can get further information both in 

school please feel free to contact:
• Mrs Wardle Head of Faculty
• Mrs Pittam
• Mrs Hall
An excellent art resource :https://www.studentartguide.com
You can download the full AQA art specification at: 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design



National Careers Service 

This link will take you to a government website that is designed to help 
you explore careers. 
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/

Have a look at careers you are interested and what advice they give you 
about possible GCSEs and A-levels you should be interested in.

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/

